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FORMER FACULTY
AT ST. JOSEPH'S

An old priest with a long white flowing beard,
ambling slowly in his walker along the corridors
adjacent to the refectory and classrooms-a vivicl
first impression of seminary life. The priest was
Royal B. Webster, S.S., aka, "The Floater". Jerry
Coleman,S.S., President/Rector of St. patrick's
Seminary forwarded the following from the
Sulpician Archives in Baltimore:

Royal Bertram Webster was born of Methodist
parents in Stockton, Califomia, on May 29, 1879.
From 1886 to 1897, he attended public schools in
Stockton. After graduating from high school, he
taught school in Murphys, California, where he met
a family whose influence let him into the Catholic
Church. Soon atier his conversion, in 1900, he en-
tered St. Mary's Seminary in Baltimore, attained an
A.B. in l90l and an A.M. in 1902. After gaining an
S.T.B. in 1905, he was ordained to the priesthood
for the Archdiocese of San Francisco by Cardinal
Gibbons on June 21, 1905. In 1905-06 he made his
Solitude in Issy. On his return to the United States
he taught fiom 1906 ro 1908 at St. Charles College
in Catonsville, Maryland, but was then assigned to
St. Patrick's Seminary in San Francisco; he taught
Latin and English there for a brief time unrrl ill health
occasioned his retirement from the classroom. When
St. Joseph's College opened in 1924, FatherWebster
moved with its faculty to Mountain View_ He was
organist for liturgical services and raised flowers
fbr the chapel. Hediedon Junel,1962. (Adapred
from the Voice, and fiom his "Personal Data,' sheet;
and fiom notes supplied by Fr. John Bowen)

Many an afternoon in the fifties saw Dudley
Conneely, R'64, briskly pushing "The Floater,, in
his walker at speeds approaching 20 mph-a frail
cry echoed throughout the inner courtyard: ,,Stop,

please Stop!!"
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